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The Honorable Paul A. Gosar
U.5. House of Representatives
- Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Gosar

This responds to your letter to the Attorney General dared August 28, 2014, whicly
expressed concerns about misdemeagor prosecutions for irproper entry by aliens, in violation of
§ U.S.C. § 1325, in the Yuma County border sector of Arizona, and specifically the poticy of the
Uniied States Attorney's Office for the Distriet of Arizona regarding federal criminal prosecution
of undocumented aliens along Arizona's border.

It is the Department’s lengstanding practice not to provide specific information regarding
criminal law enforcement policies of United $States Altotneys® offices, as doing =0 could
potentially undermine law enforcement efforts. United States Attorneys formulate their gwn
district guidelines in the exercise of investigative and prosecutorial discretion. See Memarandum
1oy Heads of Depariment of Justice Components and Unjted States Attorneys, dated August 12,

3

2013, at hitp://www, Luslice. gov/ap sy QM;gr_hmv‘_ﬂg:nwum-mb‘sl_argjja_l;[ ederal-inwrest. pdf,

We can agsure you that the United States Attorney’s Office for the District of Arizona is
committed to public safety in the enforcernent of federal immigration laws and to working with
its foderal and state law enforcenent partners in this effort. Charging decisions by that office are
made in aceordance with the Principles of Federal Prosecution. See United States Attorneys’
Manual 9-27.000, i}ﬂﬂ:ﬁwww_.jgl.*:li(:c.,‘.;nv/u:ﬂ-\nﬁ:_guﬁﬂ/fbia reading room/usarn/te9/2 Pmerm_ht
Fe-27.001, :

As Attorney General Holder recently reiterated in testimony to Congress, the
Department of Justice is committed to the cause of justice and the mission of “securing onr
nation and protecting the American people. This s, and will always be, our top priority.” See
Attornuy General Eric Holder Testifies Rafora the U.S, House Comimitree on the Jucliciary,
(April 8, 2014), hutn:/fwwwy justice po '/iso/omfzmjss)uecmw/aﬂ-sucech«14040&]1&111_
Public safety is the paramouat consideration in exercising prosecutorial diseretion as it relates ro
the prosecution of undocumented alicns. Other considerations may include the nature and extent
ol a defendant™s eriminal and prior removal history, ensuring deportation and removal
consequences for immigralion violations, prosecutoriaj consistency, and local coun practice.
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The Honorable Paul A. Gosar
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We hope this informarion is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we
may provide additional assistance regarding this or any other matter.

Sincerely,

LK

Peter J, Kadzik
Assistant Aftorney Genergl
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